
Thursday 24th June 2021

Dear Parents and Carers

We are very excited and looking forward to your child joining us at Oakwood High School for their two
week transition from Monday 5th July. We know from experience, and having taken this approach for a
number of years now that this is an important time and a significant change, therefore, this transition
period will hopefully settle pupils’ nerves and prepare them fully for a flying start in September.

Although we have not been able to run the parents’ transition evening as we planned, I do hope you
managed to visit the school site to become familiar with the layout and meet some key staff. In addition, I
have included a copy of my welcome address for you to watch.

Headteacher welcome and transition presentation

We had hoped that the transition period would not be subject to any specific restrictions. Unfortunately,
the delay to Stage 3 of the Government's Road Map means that we still need to have certain measures
in place to keep people (pupils and staff) as safe as possible. I am pleased to say though that, having
considered our risk assessment and current control measures, we feel we can still run a very safe and
successful transition period.

When your child joins us on Monday 5th July, they will become part of a new Year 7 bubble. On 5th July
we ask that the new Y7 pupils arrive between 8.40am and 8.50am. They should come into school via the
main pupil entrance on Moorgate Road and via the gate on Lawton Lane. There will be a member of staff
at the gate to direct them; at this point, parents can leave. Once inside the building they will be shown
straight to their tutor room, where they will be welcomed by their Personal Learning Tutor and meet other
members of their Year 7 tutor group. We politely ask parents not to come onto the school site, but either
to see them off from your car or from Moorgate Road.

Pupils will leave school at 2.35pm. This is the finish time for the Year 7 bubble. Pupils exit via the pupil
entrance onto Moorgate Road. They should use the crossing, if they need to cross the road. If they need
to wait for older siblings, they should go to the dining room and wait there. It can be very busy outside
school at the start and end of the school day. We ask that, where possible, pupils walk to school, but if
you are dropping them off and picking them up by car, please take care and avoid parking on double
yellow lines or at the crossing.

From Tuesday 6th July, pupils can arrive from 8am and should be in school by 8.30am for an 8.40am
start. On arrival they will enter the school site via the pupil entrance on Lawton Lane and access the
building using the main pupil entrance at the front of school, as they did on Monday. Once in the building
they will wait in the dining room with the rest of the Year 7 bubble until 8.30am, when they will proceed to
tutor room .

As part of our COVID control measures, all pupils are required to wear a face mask on corridors at busy
times and to follow the one way system. In addition, in each classroom there is hand sanitiser for pupils
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to use on entry and antibacterial spray to wipe desks down when pupils leave. There is no requirement
for pupils to wear masks in lessons, unless requested to do so by a teacher. This may occur if they are
working in very close proximity or face-to-face with other pupils or staff.

Pupils should wear their Oakwood uniform: black trousers or skirt, black shoes, white shirt and tie
throughout transition. However, they are not required to wear a blazer until September. Our uniform is
simple and practical. Generally, pupils wear it well. If they forget an item, we have a fully stocked uniform
store and pupils are loaned items. The expectation is pupils wear:

● Full length black trousers and black skirts worn no shorter than knee length unless with thick
black tights/black leggings as this is a professional working environment. All items must be plain
black with no noticeable buckles, rivets, zips, studs, logos or badges. Tracksuit type trousers,
jeans cannot be worn. Plain black leggings may be worn only with an appropriate skirt.

● Plain black blazer with Oakwood High School crest (badge) to be worn inside the building - they
will not need to wear one of these until September.

● Plain collared white shirt which must be tucked in at all times.
● Oakwood High School clip on tie. Your child’s House colours are on the tie(See House colours on

Pastoral structure slide)
● Plain black hijab may be worn, school shirt and tie must be visible.
● Sensible, serviceable black shoes or trainers (no coloured laces, logos, stripes, soles or flashes).

Boots are not acceptable. Footwear which extends above the ankle bone will be classified as a
boot.

● Optional: Grey v-necked jumper or cardigan with Oakwood High School logo.

Pupils will follow the same timetable they will have in September. They do not need to bring their PE kit
on the first day, but if they have PE other days during the two weeks they should bring something to
change into. If they already have their Oakwood PE kit they can bring this. If not a plain t-shirt, black
shorts, sweat shirt or hoodie, change of socks and trainers will be fine.

If you have any difficulties with uniform, please contact your child's PLT.
To maintain the integrity of year group bubbles, all year groups have separate breaktime arrangements.
Year 7’s will have their first break in the dining room at 11.40am. In the first week we will start lunch at
11.30am to give them time to get used to the system. Pupils can either purchase food in the dining room
or bring their own packed lunch. Food in school can be bought using cash or the biometric fingerprint
scanner. Details of how to put money on your child's account, using Parent Pay, is in the transition
handbook. At 12.00pm they will then go outside, where they can either access the servery under the
canopy or go on the Green Space.

We have an exciting learning programme planned and are convinced that this experience of school-life
continues to be a positive step forward in our long-established transition programme. We know that as a
consequence of our transition programme our pupils will feel much more secure and ready to learn on
their return to Oakwood High School in September.

There will be plenty of opportunities for your child and you to learn more about Oakwood High School
over the coming weeks. Should you have any questions about transition, please do not hesitate to
contact us at transition@oakwood.ac.

We still have limited places available for our Y7 Summer School which will run from 19th July to 23rd
July, 9.30am to 2pm. Please find all information on our website Y6 Transition

Once again, we are looking forward to welcoming your child to Oakwood High School on the 5th of July
and working with you to make their time with us a successful one.

Yours faithfully

Mr C Eccles - Headteacher
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