Thursday 30th September 2021

LRC NEWSLETTER
In this newsletter find...
Updates on the LRC’s activities this month, all about the LRC’s clubs and
upcoming, plus topical and popular book recommendations.

LRC CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES
Y8 Debate Club: Wednesdays 2:45pm-3:45pm
Are you interested in debating and want to improve your critical
thinking skills? If so, then join debate club! Every Wednesday
after school in the LRC.

Y9-11 Games Club: Wednesday Breaktimes
If you enjoy boardgames and friendly competition, then you
should visit the LRC on Wednesdays at break-time. We
have all the classic boardgames, from chess to Jenga, plus
brand new boardgames, such as Munchkin Adventure Time!

Inspiring Youth Award:
The Inspiring Youth Award is a great opportunity for young people to gain
new skills, improve themselves, and enhance their future opportunities.
The project involves working with the South Yorkshire Police and it is open to
Year 8s and 9s. All interested pupils, please keep an eye on your emails as
the project will begin soon.

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE
The winners for the Summer Reading Challenge are:
•

Coben W.H. - Coben read eleven books this summer, a brilliant
achievement!

•

Sara E. - Sara read ten books over the summer holidays, beating her
personal goal of five, and wrote some fantastic reviews, highlighting each
novel’s themes and conflicts, and explaining why she enjoyed the story.

Both pupils have received a prize for their great commitment to reading.
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TOPICAL TEXTS
This week, from 26th September to 2nd October, it is Banned Books
Week. This is an annual event supported by Amnesty International and the
American Library Association that looks back on historical and current
attempts to censor books in schools and libraries.
There are many reasons a book may be challenged or banned, from
encouraging ‘damaging lifestyles’ to using blasphemous dialogue or promoting
a particular political viewpoint. While it is important to prevent books that
contain unresearched and biased points of view from influencing young
people’s beliefs, many claims against books have resulted from a
misjudgement of the text’s message.

All the books shown above have been recently challenged or banned in
schools and libraries. George by Alex Gino features a protagonist who is
transgender, and it was unfortunately removed from some libraries due to its
LGBTQ+ content. Something Happened in Our Town and The Hate U
Give have been banned in some American school libraries due to claims that

they promote anti-police messages. In actuality, both books explore the topics
of racial injustice.
The modern classic To Kill A Mockingbird by
Harper Lee has been banned countless times
since its publication in 1960, and it is necessary to
understand how the claims against it have
changed over time. In 1966, the book was banned
from Hanover County School in the US because it
was considered 'immoral' and thus ‘improper’ for
students to read. In contrast, the book was
removed from a Scottish school’s curriculum this
year due to its use of a 'white saviour' character,
racial slurs, and its portrayal of the Black

experience. As October is Black History Month,
it is crucial on reflect on the book's history.
Banned Books Week is a good time to look back on books that have been
deemed controversial in a different light and celebrate the freedom to read.
During Black History Month, we should also celebrate and promote the work of
Black authors. Some great picks from Oakwood’s LRC are:
•

Don’t Touch My Hair by Emma Dabiri

•

Noughts & Crosses by Malorie Blackman

•

The Black Flamingo by Dean Atta

•

Why I’m No Longer Talking to White People About Race by ReniEddo Lodge
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POPULAR FICTION
So many pupils have borrowed books from the LRC this month. Pictured
below are some of the most-borrowed fiction books.
Naruto 3-in-1 and Heartstopper have not been back on the shelves for
more than a day before being borrowed again!

COMING UP…
National Poetry Day - 7th October 2021:
National Poetry Day encourages everyone to discover, share, and enjoy
poetry. The Day was created in 1994 by the charity Forward Arts Foundation
to celebrate poetry and increase its audience. Each year The Day has a
theme and this year’s is choice.
Do you want to get involved in National Poetry Day? If do you, then email
a.freidenfeld@oakwood.ac with your favourite poem, or a poem you have
written, to be featured on a display in the LRC!

Hive South Yorkshire:
•

Rotherham Young Writers (RYW) - For students aged 14-to-19.
RYW starts 4th October 2021 at Rotherham Riverside Central Library.
Meetings take place every 2 weeks from 5:00pm-7:00pm during
term-time. Please email rywritters@gmail.com for more information.

•

Hive Yorkshire Young Writers’ Competition - This is a
competition open to young people (aged 14+) from across Yorkshire.
Pupils can enter up to two pieces of creative writing, including poetry,
short stories, and/or flash fiction. Prizes
include: Kindle Fire HDs, professional
feedback, writing goodies, and even
publication!

The competition deadline is 30th December.
For more information visit: www.hivesouthyorkshire.com/competition
If you want any help or advice regarding these creative writing opportunities,
please email a.freidenfeld@oakwood.ac

