
Head of School Welcome - Mr Storey

Dear Parents. Carers and Students, 

In welcoming you to the latest edition of our Oakwood Monthly Newsletter, I’d like to start by wishing you all a 
happy new year. I hope you have all enjoyed a restful fortnight and for those celebrating Christmas have enjoyed 
the festivities associated with this holiday.

Looking back at the final weeks of last term, I was struck by the incredible Resourcefulness and spirit of our 
students, from our winter showcases to our local community charity drives. These moments remind us that 
Oakwood is more than just a place of learning, it is a community built on shared values and mutual support.

As we return to school, we encourage our students to engage in a period of Reflection. January is the perfect 
time to look back at the progress made in the first part of the school year and set clear, ambitious goals for the 
months ahead. In our first assemblies this week, I am speaking to the students about the power of the "I Can and I 
Will" mindset. We are challenging the myth that success is dictated by "natural talent" or IQ alone; instead, we are 
celebrating the Resilience and Responsibility that allow any student to achieve extraordinary things through 
consistent, hard work.

Our focus will remain on getting the basics right and using these as a foundation for which success is built. We 
want our students to understand that high performance is a choice made every day—in their punctuality, their 
equipment, and their Respect for the learning environment. The READY to Learn initiative, with which students 
are now familiar, will continue to provide the basic framework for this.

By working in partnership, we can ensure that every young person at Oakwood views this new year not just as 
another term, but as a launchpad for their personal best. We value your continued support in reinforcing these 
high expectations at home, ensuring that every student arrives READY to Learn, READY to grow, and READY to 
make 2026 their most successful year yet.

Please enjoy looking back on some of the highlights from December in the subsequent pages and note the key 
dates coming up below.

January 2026

Key Dates
Coming up this month:

Monday 5th January 2026 - School reopens for all students
Friday 10th January - Y10 Progress Report published to parents

Tuesday 13th January - Y7 Space Center Trip
Wednesday 14th January - Y8 Poetry Workshop

 w/c 19th January - Y11 MfL speaking ILEs
w/c 26th January - Y8 ‘options’ - Trial Run

Friday 30th January - Y7&Y8 Progress Report published to parents

REMINDER = INSET DAY rescheduled for Friday 20th March



READY for Learning
The READY to Learn initiative outlines clearly to students the 
expectations of them in every learning environment. In maintaining 
these, we are confident that an effective learning environment will be 
sustained and all students will be able to make progress without 
interruption. Students are recognised for demonstrating these 
behaviours through the awarding of positive logs and at times 
throughout the year via more elaborate rewards events.

All students will receive a Ready for Learning grade alongside 
their Progress reports as they are published throughout the 

year.

As we have concluded term 1, it was great to see so many students 
recognised for their various achievements, whether it be directly 
linked to being READY to learn, their attendance, their contributions 
to school life or for engaging well with Home Learning activities.

YEAR 11 READY for Learning in English and Maths Rewards Breakfast
The grade 1 Ready for Learning Grade is issued to those students who consistently demonstrate the 

READY to Learn criteria and role model the 5Rs.

During the final week of term, all students in Year 11 with a Ready for Learning grade 1 (Outstanding) in 
both subjects enjoyed a tutor time breakfast as recognition of their ‘Oakstanding’ efforts in both English 
and Maths. In total 68 students received this standard and therefore received an invite to attend, being 

waited on by Mrs Nicklin and Mrs Searle.



Year 7 and Year 8 - Movie Afternoon
100 students were invited to the festive 
movie reward event. The top 50 Y7 students 
and top 50 Y8 students, based on positive 
logs, were invited to watch a Christmas 
Movie "Deck the Halls". The students were 
well behaved with some staying after school 
to watch the ending. It was a lovely afternoon 
and the pick ‘n’ mix went down well too!

Year 10 and Year 11 Silent Disco
The Y10 & Y11 silent disco was a huge, although 
quiet, success as the top 50 students, again based on 
positive logs and attendance of their respective year 
groups were invited to attend the event. 

Also during the final week, the top tutor group in each 
House also had a festive breakfast. The winning form 
were the tutor group that had amassed the most House 
Points during term 1 in each of the four Houses

Year 9 Festive Baking reward
For the Y9 festive baking reward, the top 22 
(due to cooking stations) students made a 
selection of festive treats.

Students again were selected based on the 
number of positive logs received, many of 
which were issued for being READY to Learn 
in their lessons.



As many of you will be familiar, GRADUATION is our end of year celebration which provides all qualifying 
students with the opportunity to undertake a reward activity for the day. 

This year, graduation day will be held on Friday 28th June. 

A student’s ‘graduation total’ is calculated by adding their attendance percentage and number of positive 
logs together, then subtracting any negative points they may have received throughout the year.

In previous years the Graduation Score required to take part has been set at 150 points.

Last year the average Graduation Score was 564. 

Due to the average score being so high we have made the decision to increase the graduation score 
required to take part in the day to 450 points. We do not envisage this score to be issue for the majority of 
students who work hard all year, especially if they collect their READY to Learn logs in each lesson. 

We have been obtaining student voice with regards what 
activities they would like to take part in during the day. 
Once we have this information we will be able to release 
the details for each available event. 

Once the events are confirmed the leading 100 students 
from term 1 will be invited to pick their graduation choice 
first as a reward for their excellent performance in term 1. 

Due to rising costs of transportation. We will have to 
introduce a cap on certain trips this year. For example 
there might only be 250 places for Alton Towers.  

All trips will be on parent pay in January 

Mr Grant will be in touch later in the year with more details. 



 Attendance Update:

Celebrating consistency, commitment and resilience 

Our attendance initiatives have seen over 150 prizes awarded this term

● The 12 Days of Christmas Draw: 62 students won prizes including a 
signed Rotherham United shirt, Amazon vouchers, Greggs vouchers, 
food vouchers, and "Queue Jump" passes.

● Half Term Draw: On the final day, 75 students were rewarded with a 
queue jump pass and a sweet treat for their consistent attendance 
throughout the term.

● Resilience & Progress: While we love celebrating 100% attendance, 
we are equally proud of those who have made significant strides 
forward. This term, we have specially rewarded 10 students to 
recognise their incredible efforts in improving their attendance and 
punctuality. Their hard work and determination to be in school more 
often despite personal challenges have not gone unnoticed.

As we conclude the autumn term, I want to celebrate the fantastic 
attendance of our students. This half term, we have focused on rewarding 
not only those with 100% attendance but also those who meet school 
attendance expectations and those who have shown remarkable 
resilience in overcoming barriers to be in school

Supporting our families

We recognise that strong attendance is a partnership between school and home. This term, 
we were delighted to offer rewards that support the whole family:

● The Family Hamper: A huge thank you to Tesco for their kind donation of a luxury 
hamper for our grand prize draw which took place on the final day of the term - it was 
very much appreciated by the winning family.

● Supermarket Support: Five lucky families also won £20 Asda gift cards to help with 
the festive season - these too, were well received!

Attendance has been incredibly strong this term. Attendance for the half term has been 92.5% and our overall 
figure for the academic year is 93.3%.The collaborative effort between our families and the school has had a 
direct, positive impact on our students' learning and the overall atmosphere of the school.

Thank you for your unwavering support in prioritising your child’s education and look forward to continuing this 
positive momentum in 2026.



STAR STUDENT SHOUT OUTS

We are always delighted to hear of the successes of our 
students so please continue to share stories like these so 
that we can celebrate them wider within our community.

This month I am proud to share several STAR STUDENT SHOUT OUTS all of which have been shared by 
members of the community, recognising students for their charitable acts and fundraising alongside family 
and friends to help others.

The second, and the second time featuring in this segment, is for Y9 
student Rose Watson for who it was a delight to receive the below 
email in mid-December:

Good morning Mr Storey

I am contacting you regarding your pupil, Rose Watson, and give you an 
insight into the help she gave to me recently. I believe it is always beneficial 
to let you know about the good things your young people do away from the 
school environment.

I am a member of Whiston Parish Council and when Rose knew that I was 
running a ‘Teddy Tombola’ and ‘Name the Polar Bear’ charity stall for Kidney 
Research UK at the recent Whiston Christmas Lights Festival she 
volunteered immediately to come along and lend a hand. She arrived early 
to help set up the stall and, with her valuable input and despite a very rainy 
day, we raised the wonderful sum of £370 (£462 with Gift Aid) which has 
now been sent to my chosen charity.

I have known Rose for most of her life and she is a lovely girl who is always 
willing to help, particularly if it will benefit a good cause.

Yours faithfully
Elaine Reynard
Whiston Parish Council

The first is for Y8, Noah Shad who contributed to raising over £6000 which was 
donated to Sheffield Children’s Hospital.
The funds raised were in memory of his sister Asha who sadly passed away in 2024 
having spent her short life of 8 and a half months in ICU where she received 
wonderful care. 
The money was raised through Noah’s uncle and his friend taking on the Manchester 
half marathon and through a raffle spearheaded by the family via social media. 

The final Shout Out goes to a group of Y11 
students Tommy Upstone, Rabee Daly, 
Konner Benton and Ahmed Ramadan for 
who I received the following email - 

‘I just wanted to pass on some positive 
feedback about some students from your 
school. 

They helped my mum when she had car issues 
at Rotherham Hospital. They offered to help 
without being asked and were so polite, kind 
and caring. 
 
Many adults passed by without stopping to ask 
if we were ok whilst these four students went 
out of their way to help us. 

I would be so proud if I was their teacher, parent 
or guardian.’



As you may recall from Edition 2. each half term, the Create 
Department (Art, Graphics, Textiles) nominate students for their 
smARTies Awards. Students are nominated by their Creative Arts 
class teachers for:

● Fantastic work produced in lessons
● Amazing homework completed
● Creative thinking
● Resilience in Creative Arts
● Improved skills
● National & local competition entries

● EAT - Aleeza Haider - 11-MBA
● EAT - Bobbie Thompson - Y10 - B-KLA
● EAT - Rayaan Ashraf - Y9 - H-BWI 
● EAT - Thomas Giles - Y9 - B-CWI
● EAT - Quinn Morrell - Y9 - H-LSH 
● IST - Maisie Carlin Y9 - W-VHO
● IST - Sienna Dyson Y8 - B-VFL
● IST - Erla Begu Y8 W-ENI
● IST - Ava-Grace Robinson-Shepherd - Y8 W-CNW
● IST - Khatoun Aljesm Y9 - K-LPO
● IST - Fearne Cotterhill Y9 - W-RKH
● VTI - Brooke Bartholomew - Y10 - W-CNW
● VTI - Emily Goodison - Y10 - H-BWI
● VTI - Niamh Cobley - Y10 - W-TGI
● VTI - Aisha Khan - Y10 - B-KLA
● VTI - Nakshathra Gopikrishnan - Y9 - K-VTI
● VTI - Hannah Critch - Y9 - K-BSA
● HBI - Miles Cobley - Y7 - B-KLA
● HBI - Oliver Whaley - Y7 - IST
● HBI - Danny Dempsey - Y7 - B- CPR
● HBI - Regan Eadie - Y7 - H- BWI

. 

Winners this half term:



Rather than focussing on an individual subject, this months Department in Focus puts the 
EXPLORE Learning Zone in the spotlight. The Explore Learning Zone, includes History, 
Geography and Religious Studies and encourages students to inquire and examine the world 
around them. Below you can meet the teachers the bring this learning to life…..

Mr Lamphee

University attended: Manchester University
Favourite thing about being a Geography Teacher: The unexpected answer that makes you think
Favourite pastime: Being in the outdoors
Favourite book, TV programme or Film: Collins World Atlas
Favourite Subject at School: Geography
Best Thing about working at Oakwood: Working alongside such an amazing team of supportive colleagues

Mrs Harden
Birthplace: Pontefract
University attended: Chester
Favourite thing about being a Geography Teacher: Everyday is different and offers new challenges. It's also 
extremely rewarding.
Favourite pastime: Painting and being creative 
Favourite book, TV programme or Film: Game of Thrones
Favourite Subject at School: Drama
Best Thing about working at Oakwood: I've worked here for 21 years. Oakwood is like my second family. I love 
being part of this community it's a very special place.

Mrs Baker
Birthplace: Worksop
University attended: Sheffield Hallam
Favourite thing about being a History Teacher: Working with the students and supporting them to achieve their 
potential 
Favourite pastime: Going to the Theatre
Favourite book, TV programme or Film: Favourite book Bram Stoker's Dracula 
Favourite Subject at School: History and Drama
Best Thing about working at Oakwood: The people I work with and the students. 

Mr Illingworth
Birthplace: Sheffield
University attended: University of Hull
Favourite thing about being a History Teacher: Helping to give students the opportunities they deserve to receive
Favourite pastime: Creative writing as well as staying fit at the gym
Favourite book, TV programme or Film: Favourite book - The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho 
Favourite Subject at School: English and History
Best Thing about working at Oakwood: We are a strong family that will support each other, even when times are 
tough.



Mrs Shudra
Birthplace: Sheffield
University attended: Sheffield Hallam University and University of Huddersfield
Favourite thing about being a Teacher: Making a difference to young people's lives and witness them make 
progressive steps, no matter how big or small, is so rewarding.
Favourite pastime: Watching my sons play Ice Hockey and spending time with my family as a whole.
Favourite book, TV programme or Film: Film: It's a Wonderful Life  / Book: The Celestine Prophecy by James 
Redfield
Favourite Subject at School: I loved Art & History!
Best Thing about working at Oakwood: Walking down the corridor and being greeted by so many polite and 
friendly students is a great lift every day and working with equally great staff. A win win : ) !

Mrs Melvin
Birthplace: Wakefield
University attended: The University of Sheffield
Favourite thing about being a Religious Studies Teacher: Everyday is different
Favourite pastime: Travelling, eating out and going to the theatre
Favourite book, TV programme or Film: Book - A Thousand Splendid Suns. Film - Anchorman
Favourite Subject at School: Humanities subjects
Best Thing about working at Oakwood: The people! Both staff and students

Mrs Nicholls
Birthplace: Rotherham
University attended: York St John University 
Favourite thing about being a Religious Studies Teacher: The Students
Favourite pastime: Anything Korean!
Favourite book, TV programme or Film: In Cold Blood (Book)/ Stranger Things 
Favourite Subject at School: Art and History
Best Thing about working at Oakwood: My work colleagues - Explorers 

Mrs Samuel
Birthplace: Sheffield
University attended: Manchester and SHU
Favourite thing about being a Geography Teacher: Working with students
Favourite pastime: Going to a Spa
Favourite book, TV programme or Film: Book - Wuthering Heights / Film Dirty Dancing
Favourite Subject at School: History
Best Thing about working at Oakwood: Working in a truly child centred environment where everyone is an 
individual.  Also have the autonomy to make decisions based on individual need/circumstance.

Miss Williams
Birthplace: Bodelwyddan 
University attended: University of Liverpool (undergrad) and University of Sheffield (PGCE)
Favourite thing about being a Geography Teacher: Teaching Geography every day! 
Favourite pastime: Exploring the Peak District and retail therapy 
Favourite book, TV programme or Film: Film - About Time
Favourite Subject at School: Geography (unsurprisingly) 
Best Thing about working at Oakwood: My team in Explore. 



This month, students in Years 7 and 8 have thrown themselves into an exciting LRC scavenger hunt, 
designed to help them learn their way around the space and discover the fantastic range of books our 
library has to offer. Students eagerly quizzed our librarian, Miss Pennington, about all things reading 
and even created their own maps of the Learning Resource Centre. 

After one student was named Star Student, a proud parent reached out to share her delight: “She has 
been very eager to win the LRC scavenger hunt—I’ve certainly heard all about it! She’s now discovered 
the wonderful books available in the LRC and is making the most of the facilities. I’ll be congratulating 
her as soon as she gets home.”



The Oakwood adaptation of Snow White saw two fantastic evenings 
of song, dance and comedy, showcasing the amazing talents of all 
those involved. It must certainly have been the only place where you 
could hear My Chemical Romance, Justin Timberlake and Old 
MacDonald had a Farm all in the space of 30 minutes! The 
performance was simply incredible and the enjoyment for all involved 
was evident throughout. The cast, crew and band were amazing and 
it was a fantastic event to close out 2025 and certainly got all 
attendees in the festive spirit

The choir finished their busy term spreading festive 
cheer around our local care homes. Following a packed 
schedule visiting five different care homes, the choir 
sang beautifully with smiles on their faces (even when 
they were melting from the heat). They sang so well 
they managed to hide Mr Bignell singing the wrong 
song and Mrs Hudson getting the words wrong!



Class of 2025 Certificate Evening
It was wonderful to welcome back the class of ‘25 to 
our annual GCSE Certificate Evening. The students 
were in good spirits and there was a true camaraderie 
amongst the group as they recognised each other's 
achievements. Mrs Hall compèred her final such event 
with the eloquence and heartfelt sentiment of which 
we have become accustomed, and Mr Eccles offered 
his traditional wisdom in his keynote. We also 
welcomed as specialist guest speaker, Nick Cragg, 
Current Rotherham Titans Rugby Club Chairman and 
Oakwood alumni from the early 1960s, who addressed 
the students offering recollections of his time at 
Oakwood along with words of inspiration and 
encouragement. 



Back to school reminders

All students are expected to return to school Monday 5th January

Students are reminded that they are not permitted to 
use their mobile phone on school premises between 

8:35-3:10


