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Head of School Welcome - Mr Storey

Dear Parents. Carers and Students,

Welcome to the latest edition of our Monthly Newsletter. So January is already behind us and we edge a little
closer to Spring. It has certainly been a wet month, but as ever the school has been bustling with activity as the
hard work in and out of the classroom has continued. In addition to the usual activity, we also welcomed visitors
from OFSTED for two days last week as they undertook their latest inspection of our school. As you may be
aware, a new ‘framework’ was launched in November last year, part of which has seen the removal of ‘one-grade’
judgements with individual gradings of a number of sub-areas - Inclusion; Curriculum and Teaching;
Achievement; Personal Development and Wellbeing; Leadership and Governance; Behaviour and
Attendance and a separate focus to identify whether standards for Safeguarding are being met. For each of the
sub-areas of focus, a clear set of expectations have been identified to establish whether a school is meeting these
or to identify areas that may need improvement. Although the inspection is now complete and provisional feedback
provided to school leaders, the official report is not due to be published until the end of this month, at which point it
will be shared with parents, carers and students. Thank you to all parents and carers who were able to contribute
to the Parent View activity that contributed to the evidence building and | am happy that following the two days, the
inspectors aligned with our self evaluation of where the strengths off the school are.

Building on the notion of obtaining feedback from our parents/carers, you will find within this newsletter a number
of links to ‘google forms’ aimed to obtain parent voice about a number of areas currently being reviewed and also
an opportunity to take on a more formal role in the strategic direction of the school moving forward.

In school, it's business as usual and this week we have our Y11 students undertaking their final set of ILEs
(Internal Exams) which will provide a current picture for each individual to support their preparations for the real
thing in the summer. Meanwhile our Y10s will be out of school this week as they engage with the world of work
and complete their Work Experience.

Also this month, we will see the holy month of Ramadan commence and | would like to wish Ramadan Mubarak to
all participating.

Please enjoy reading about some of the highlights from January and note the key dates for the month ahead
below.

Key Dates
Coming up this month:

WI/C 2nd February - Y11 ILEs take place
2nd-6th February - Y10 Work Experience
2nd February - Y8 TRIAL Options Process closes
10th February - Y7&8 Half-term Reward event
12th February - Y9&10 PARENTS EVENING
13th February - Y11 Reward Event
16th -20th February - School closed for Half-Term Holiday
26th February - Y10 Poetry Live Event

REMINDER = INSET DAY rescheduled for Friday 20th March
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15 Station Road, Rotherham S60 1HN ‘r’ y
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Oakwood Student donations support local charity

Before the holidays, Mrs Yasin, along with her tutor group,
led a charity drive to obtain food donations to be collated
and shared with Shiloh, Rotherham. Shiloh is a charity
that offers support to adults who are homeless or at
risk of becoming homeless and these donations will have
gone a long way to making the festive/winter period a little
more manageable for those the charity supports. Again a
great example of the generosity of our community and thank
you to all that were able to contribute.

Shiloh

Rotherham
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Hoober Has Talent
Compered by Mr Sharpe, the inaugural ‘Hoober
Has Talent’ recently took place with some
excellent, brave performances and students really
got into the spirit of the event supporting the
performers. We saw a range of musical
performances:

e Ashley (Piano)

e  Harrison (Singing)

e Noah (Singing)

e Lily (Singing)
With Noah (and his rendition of Benson Boone’s
‘Beautiful Things’) being voted the winner
The event was bookended by the ‘Hoober Staff
Choir’ opening the show and the closing act being
a fantastic guitar performance by Mr
Godfrey-Mayes.
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CineSchool

The first session of Cine School took place a couple of weeks ago. American film director Rob Seranza is going
to be working with a group of students to make a short film on the theme of locality. This is a great opportunity
for the students to learn new skills and enter their final piece into the International Schools Film festival later this
year. The opportunity has come around following the Year 11 GCSE Presentation evening, our guest that night
Nick Cragg is involved in the charity ‘Phase Worldwide’ who fund Cine Schools to bring filmmaking into schools
and provide opportunities to disadvantaged students outside of London. We look forward to seeing the group
develop and the final cut.

Poetry workshops

Cassandra Parkin visited Oakwood on
behalf of The Poetry Society to deliver a
workshop focused on the environment in
conjunction with AESSAL. Our students
were a real credit to Oakwood and
Cassandra commented that she was
"genuinely blown away by the quality of the
work" and that our children were "the best
group of students I've ever worked with".
Cassandra also commented on how
‘curious’ the students were and praised their
ability to ‘reflect’ and 'constructively analyse’.
They produced so many poems that each
student will now have to choose just one to
submit for a forthcoming competition!
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Over 120 Y7 students visited the National Y NEITRE AL
ver students visited the Nationa

Space Centre in Leicester. The students took SPRCE
part in a really engaging workshop learning CENTRE
about near Earth objects. They took on the role

of a space scientist, assessed the risk of an

impact and the likely damage, and agreed on a

plan of action to avoid it (most went with

nuking the asteroid!)

They had a great time exploring the Space

Centre, and learning all about the education

given to astronauts in a visit to the

planetarium.

Join our online Space Cadets
Club for kids ages 7-11:
science, crafts, and space fun!

18 February

ASTRONOMICAL
ADVENTURE

o@o Inspire Learning Trust



OAKWOOD NEWSLETTER

Oakwood

Futsal

The month of January see's our school football
teams take a break from 11-a-side and switch to
Futsal (indoor football) for a short period. So far
teams across years 7-10 have been in action.
The Y7 team who were experiencing the sport
for the first time displayed a high level of skill
and teamwork to come back from behind to gain
a deserved 4-3 victory against Clifton. Y8 came
up against a very hardworking and committed
Clifton team whose goalkeeper had an
outstanding game. However through a
combination of some fast counter attacking play
and great finishing Oakwood ran out 11-6
winners in the end. Y9 boys participated in a
very close fought match also against Clifton and
were the eventual victors while also showing
exemplary behaviour and attitude. And Y10's,
although defeated 12-8, hit the woodwork 5
times and forced a few good saves. It was a
really entertaining game that all of the lads
enjoyed.
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Indoor Athletics

The winter months are also the time for the Indoor
Athletics season. A group of Y7's recently took part in
the Rotherham Schools Indoor Athletics competition.
Although we are still awaiting results to see if they
have made it through to the next stage, the students
were a credit to Oakwood, taking part in a range of
modified events to suit the indoor environment.

Year 8 students also competed in the
Rotherham Schools Athletics heats
against Wickersley, Wingfield, and Aston.
As always, our students were a true
credit to the school, demonstrating
exceptional effort, application, and
teamwork throughout the event acquitting
themselves so well across a variety of
track and field events.

Standout Performances:

e Endurance: A huge
congratulations to Alex Moxon
and Mia Pettican, who both
secured victories in the grueling
6-lap endurance race.

e Relay: Well done to the Boys 4 x
1 Lap team (Harrison Knight,
Alex Moxon, Joe Upstone, and
Emmanuel Ajibola) for a
first-place finish.

Congratulations to all involved for
representing the school so well.
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STAR STUDENT SHOVT OVT5

This month the STAR STUDENT SHOUT OUT goes to an impressive number of
Year 7 students, all of which have been chosen to have their work published as
part of this years Young Writers competition. Young Writers is an organization,
established in 1991, that inspires children and young adults (typically ages 4-18)
to engage in poetry and creative writing through, often, themed competitions.
This year the theme has been ‘| have a dream’, encouraging students to ‘dream
big and write boldly’ and we recently received notification that over 60 of our
students have been selected to be included in their forthcoming publication. We
will share more details when we receive them but in the meantime, a huge
congratulations to all who took part.

Writer§

My Dream

| Have A Dream
| Have A Dream
| Have A Dream
My Dream

My Dream

My Dream

| Have A Dream
| Dream

In My Life, | Want...

Dreams

| Have A Dream
My Dream

My Dream

Islam

Caffeine Dream
Techtropolis
Please Stop War

Freedom Of The Sky

A Rose Of Triumph
Imagine A World...

Haris Khan

Finlay Pearson
Hayla Hadhrami
Lewis Ross
Myla-Mai McCloud
Ayaan Mahmood
Layla Ahmed
Mohammad Muzzammil
Jack Malton
Honor Barker

Bilal Aftab

Paige Goddard
Inaaya Aksar
Karmen Ward
Mustafa Ali

Gracie Smith
Anjolaoluwa Ogunlade
Ethan Uzeh-Aigbe
Oliver Hurt

Afsa Khan

Darcie White

United Together For The World Leo Holliday

A Dream To Free The World
Gaming

| Have A Dream

| Have A Dream

Paris

| Have A Dream

Let Me Be

| Have A Dream

What Life Used To Be

| Have A Dream

Dreaming About School

| Have A Dream

My Dream Of Saving Children
Travelling

1000s Of Fans

Charity

Every Dream Can Come True
Peace Is Perfection
Inequality

My Biggest Dreams!

The Differences Of Humanity
Dear Afghanistan

We Can All Work Together

Aminah Hussain
Aiden Harrison
Alina Yousaf
Maddie-Rose Dunstan
Henry S

Viliam Biak

Hadi Usmani
Esme Thompson
Rayyan Bhatti
Tasmiyah Nawaz
Eshal Shamas
Zahra Shahideen
Danielle Hughes
Hadia Bibi

Jamie Raynor
Muaz Awad

Millie Riches
Israr Ahmed
Hajra Ahmed
Maisie Humphrey
Reeah Al-Amrie
Malala Stanikzai
Thomas Adamson

The Dream Pitch

| Have A Dream

My Football Dream
Everyone Has A Dream

| Have A Dream

The School Day

Cricket Star

City Of Dreams

Dentist, Dentist

| Have A Dream

My Aspiration

Peace Is The Way

My Dream

My Dream To Stop Wars
Even Equality
Successful Business Dreams!

We are always delighted to hear of the successes of our
students so please continue to share stories like these so
that we can celebrate them wider within our community.
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Omar Aljasem
Lily-May Taylor
Abe Hughes
Chloe Brennan
Ethan Davy
Skyla Cockerill
Sahil Ali

Henry Swift

Aila Rafiq

Oscar Horsley
Zainab Hussain
Ayesha Azar
Mubarak Ahmed
Anayah Ali
Reema Al-Amerie
Moeez Igbal



https://www.google.com/search?q=Young+Writers&sca_esv=c2e8a8368b6fbbad&rlz=1CAQONY_enGB1115GB1115&biw=1536&bih=710&aic=0&ei=d2x_aYHiDtKMhbIP2OC-qAc&ved=2ahUKEwiVn7T1ybiSAxWdUEEAHR9pKCsQgK4QegQIARAB&uact=5&oq=What+is+young+writers&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiFVdoYXQgaXMgeW91bmcgd3JpdGVyczILEAAYgAQYkQIYigUyBRAAGIAEMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjILEAAYgAQYhgMYigUyCBAAGIAEGKIESLIjUIsGWO0hcAF4AZABAJgBrAGgAfAJqgEEMC4xMLgBA8gBAPgBAZgCBqACkgXCAgoQABiwAxjWBBhHwgIIECEYoAEYwwTCAgoQIRigARjDBBgKwgIFEAAY7wWYAwCIBgGQBgiSBwMxLjWgB985sgcDMC41uAf4BMIHBzItNS4wLjHIBzOACAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfCJGNk2liSV3pkY98f_2xoq2pXWvz3AJYn5NpCzD79oc5DUhSKP3M6gpCht3cFkSRVoXIKU93GEg5eUVyrUhbrEacf_4vFtdakfF64ZuKXiY_LTGopuEIfjV0AG_tl6Nuc&csui=3
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As we progress through the spring term there are a couple of
elements of the school that we are keen to review with students and
parents. Please use the links below to provide feedback that will be

reviewed alongside the feedback being provided by staff and students

il BosToN
|
\

mi#em WENTWORTH
School Uniform Pastoral Structure
Please use the link below to provide Please use the link below to provide
feedback on the current school Uniform feedback on the current school Pastoral
policy Structure
https://forms.gle/ukSR98YeHcJtkure7 https://forms.gle/lUQ6ZSLGZmqbVtLK
J6
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WITHMEIMIND

WMIM Parent Workshop — ing Children with Wor

5th February, 9:00 - 10:00am.
Oakwood High School, Moorgate Road, S60 2UH.
This session is designed to help parents and carers better understand worry and anxiety in young people.
We will look at:

e whatworryis
e how it can affect children emotionally and physically
e and what helps.

The workshop will include practical tools and strategies that families can use to support their child with confidence and
reassurance.

WITH
ME@&D m https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe3UMhDwkdO-Ay m
MiN WALBNP2-NnWFy2nuTpVt0INTg59gEU_cbJw/viewform ‘

WAM T ey mion sc HOOL

o&)o Inspire Learning Trust

WITHMELIMIND

WMIM Parent Workshop — Building Resilience

24th February, 2:00 to 3:00pm.
Oakwood High School, Moorgate Road, S60 2UH.

This session is designed to help parents and carers on how they can support their child to build resilience and promote
wellbeing.

The workshop will include practical tools and strategies that families can use to support their child with confidence and
self esteem.

HIOH 8CHOOL

WITH https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvU_PNWdJHKMYt
mﬁ% Clickhere >  8VGNjgMX4hd0dli6kzp9x04SqOttboHZ5kA/viewform {_ Click here ( ;
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe3UMhDwkdO-AyWALBNP2-NnWFy2nuTpVt0lNTq59gEU_cbJw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe3UMhDwkdO-AyWALBNP2-NnWFy2nuTpVt0lNTq59gEU_cbJw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvU_PNWdHkMYt8VGNjgMX4hd0dIi6kzp9xo4SqOttboHZ5kA/viewform
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Department in Focus “4,

For this month’s Department in Focus we place our Modern Foreign Languages department in
the spotlight. At Oakwood we currently offer both Spanish and French from Y7 through to GCSE
along with opportunities for those students with English as an Additional Language to sit GCSEs
in their home language too.

Mrs Carre

Birthplace: Aberystwyth

University attended: University of Sheffield

Favourite thing about being a Teacher: There is no time to get bored!

Favourite pastime: Singing - | sing with 3 different choirs and | love it.

Favourite book, TV programme or Film: I'm not sure | have a favourite - | tend to forget books and films as soon |
have finished them, even if | really enjoy them.

Favourite Subject at School: German

Best Thing about working at Oakwood: The people - both staff and students make you smile every day.

Mrs Gibbs

Birthplace: Nottingham

University attended: University of Birmingham

Favourite thing about being a Teacher: Working with the students to help them reach their full potential. Also, every
day is different!

Favourite pastime: Shopping and travelling

Favourite book, TV programme or Film: Anything by Agatha Christie

Favourite Subject at School: French - bien sar!

Best Thing about working at Oakwood: The students and my colleagues.

Ms Oxley
Birthplace: Liverpool

University attended: University of Sheffield, Universitat de Valencia, Universidade de Coimbra, Sheffield Hallam
University

Favourite thing about being a Teacher: | absolutely love seeing the moment where something clicks for a student. |
feel really lucky to teach languages because | get the opportunity to watch students go from knowing very little in a
language in Y7 to being able to have a conversation with me in a different language by Y11.

Favourite pastime: | really enjoy sewing and making clothes for myself and my daughter from scratch.

Favourite book, TV programme or Film: The slow horses series by Mick Herron

Favourite Subject at School: Music or Drama

Best Thing about working at Oakwood: The staff and the students. It's such a warm, friendly, inclusive school

Mrs Shu

. Birthplace: Stoke-on-Trent
\A\ University attended: Sheffield Hallam University
N ) Favourite thing about being a Teacher: Seeing students enjoy and learn about the subjects | am passionate

Ry about.

Al ( Favourite pastime: Crocheting and Reading

Y Favourite book, TV programme or Film: Lord of the Rings - A classic book and films that | never get tired of!

£ " : Favourite Subject at School: French and Maths

Y ; Best Thing about working at Oakwood:. Seeing our students gain confidence and knowledge that can support
them throughout school and beyond.
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e Attendance Update:

Celebrating consistency, commitment and resilience

Attendance

M tl As we entered January, the Department for Education
a e rs published their official attendance data for term 1.

Every student. Every day.

Overall attendance for
term 1 = 93.3%
1.2% above the national
average

Persistent Absence (students
with attendance below 90%) for
term 1 =18.8%

3.4% above the national average

Overall attendance of students
with a SEND for term 1 = 89.8%
2.4% above the national
average

Overall attendance of students

in receipt of A FSM for term 1 =
89.3%

1.3% above the national

average
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Time to Talk Day is the
nation’s biggest mental health
conversation. It's a day for all
of us to come together to talk,

listen and change lives.

05/02/26

Start a conversation in your community

From sharing a post on social media using #TimeToTalk to organising an
activity in your workplace, or simply checking in with a friend or family
member. There are lots of ways to get involved this Time to Talk Day.

Here are some ideas to get started:

Text a friend to ask how Go for a walk and talk Invite a colleague for a
they're doing. with a neighbour. cup of tea and a chat.
Host a lunch and learn Share a post on social
session in your workplace. media.
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VISIBLE GOVERNANCE IN SCHOOLS

Have you ever thought about making a contribution to the provision of education in this
community? You can! Oakwood High School has positions available on its governing body
for Parent Governors and Co-Opted Governors.

WHAT DOES A GOVERNOR D0?

Governors work together with the school leaders. This might include...

. ensuring there is clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction

. talking to the key leaders about the educational performance of the organisation and it’s students
. ensuring the voices of parents and the community are heard
WHAT DOES THIS REALLY MEAN?

Governing bodies work closely with the Headteacher and senior leaders. The Headteacher is
responsible for day to day management; however, the governors do have oversight of...

. the mission, the values and the ambitions for the school
. working with senior leaders to develop strategy for achieving the vision
. ensuring parents, students, staff and the wider community are involved, consulted and informed

. ensuring that all students have access to a broad and balanced curriculum such that students are
well prepared for the next stage of their education and adult life

Governors must monitor the priorities that have been set to ensure progress is being made.
Examples might be ...

. Measuring the school’s impact and progress

. Ensuring the required policies and procedures are in place and the school is operating
effectively in line with these policies

. Asking challenging questions of school leaders in order to hold them to account

Each Governor takes a lead in a key area, supporting the school directly, this would include attending
specific panels and/or committees

HOW OFTEN WOULD | NEED TO ATTEND MEETINGS AND CONTRIBUTE?

You would attend a minimum of 3 local governing board meetings and a number of committee meetings
each year

. You will need to read the papers and prepare questions for senior leaders
. You will get ta know the school, including visiting the school occasionally during school hours
. You will undertake induction training and developing knowledge and skills on an ongoing basis

HOW DO | GET INVOLVED?
Please scan the QR Code to provide your details
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