
Head of School Welcome - Mr Storey

Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 

Welcome to the latest edition of our monthly newsletter. May has certainly been a mixed month, with the resolve of 
students and staff tested in many ways. It was, of course, with great sadness at the start of the month, when for 
the second time this academic year, the Oakwood Community mourned the loss of a colleague and friend, with the 
passing of our Attendance and First Aid Officer, Mrs Laura Cooper. The Celebration of Life for Laura, held at 
Babworth Crematorium on 18th May, was a fitting tribute to a young woman who cherished life and was a positive 
role model to all she encountered. The book of condolence, collating messages from Oakwood staff, students and 
parents, was warmly received by her husband Dave and family. Containing dozens of heartwarming recollections, 
there were a number of student contributions which spoke of Laura’s kindness - a trait, along with her positive 
attitude and spirit, for which she will forever be remembered.

The Spring Bank holiday historically marks the midpoint of the summer GCSE examinations with some subjects 
now completed and at least one terminal assessment completed in others. Students have embraced this period 
well, approaching it with confidence and determination. In school, staff continue to support students in lessons and 
through the delivery of bespoke ‘boostcamp’ sessions aimed at providing last minute input, guidance, support and 
reassurance ahead of the final examinations. Please note that Y11 students are expected in school full time for the 
remainder of this week, with ‘study leave’ commencing w/c 8th June - more details on page 2. 

Well done also to our Y10 cohort who have completed their English Literature exams. This qualification is now ‘in 
the bank’ and students will receive their results, alongside Y11 students, on ‘Results Day’ which will take place 
Thursday 20th August. 

Staff, students and parents returning to school today will have also noticed the re-surfacing of Lawton Lane. 
Although access remains limited during school hours to those parents/carers with permits, please can I use this as 
an opportunity to remind everyone once again to be mindful of pedestrians and other road uses during the drop-off 
and pick-up times of the school day.

As ever, please enjoy reading about some of the highlights from the last calendar month and note the key dates 
for the month ahead below.

June 2026

Key Dates
Coming up this month:

1st June - ALL STUDENTS return to school
w/c 1st June - GCSE exams continue
3rd June - Y10 Speak Out Challenge

9th June - OAKWOOD AWARDS @ New York Stadium 6-9:30pm
9th June - Y9 ILEs begin

18th June - Y7 Rising Mathematicians Festival
19th/22nd/23rd June - Y10 Geography Fieldwork trip(s) - Porter Brook

26th June - Y7 & Y8 End of Year Reports published to parents
26th June - Graduation Day



As the Summer exam series continues, please see below an overview of the remaining exams scheduled for our 
Y11 students. As communicated prior to the exam period, there is a clear plan in place that we believe provides 
the correct balance of time in school, enabling students to continue to access the expertise and vital input from 
their subject teachers with that of time undertaking independent home study away from school. 

This week (w/c 1st June) there are examinations taking place in all three ‘core subjects’ (English, Maths and 
Science) and therefore student attendance is expected every day this week. As we progress into the following 
week the time students are expected in school is reduced. 

From w/c 8th June, students will only be expected to attend school on the days they have exams; this includes 
attending their pre-exam boostcamps that are scheduled to take place prior to each exam. 

For morning exams, sessions will take place in Tutor Time, from 8:40am. 

For afternoon exams, sessions will take place from 12:10pm (period 3).  

The onsite sessions are essential for consolidating knowledge, refining exam techniques and boosting 
confidence. They will provide focused revision and reassurance, addressing key topics and ensuring that 
students feel as prepared as possible for their exams. These sessions will cover key material that could make all 
the difference in their performance.





Additional Exam reminders……



For this month’s Department in Focus we are celebrating our newly appointed Student Leadership 
Team. As parents of Y10 students will be aware, much of the focus during May has been on the 
completion of their English Literature GCSE examinations but a premier group of students also spent 
time undertaking the thorough recruitment process as the Senior Student Leadership Team was 
confirmed. 
Alongside this, in preparation for the move to ‘Year Groups’ and the forming of Year Group Student 
Councils, our first Year Captains (for Years 8-10) have also been appointed. Mr Storey, Ms Tank, Mr 
Bignell and each of the Heads of Year involved in the process were blown away by the maturity and 
passion shown by all of the students who put themselves forward.
 
Congratulations to all involved and an overview of the Student Leadership structure for 2026/27 can be 
found below.



As we progress through the summer term, many students will be setting their sights on 
‘graduating’ at the end of the year. Graduation at Oakwood recognises students for their 
positive attendance and contributions throughout the academic year; it is marked by a 

celebratory day where students get to enjoy a day of fun and activities with their friends and 
peers away from the school site. Year after year this is a popular day and a real motivator for 
students and, the beauty of the process, is that it is available to all students - all they have to 
do is ATTEND school regularly, uphold the CORE VALUES and demonstrate READYness to 

their learning. 

This year the graduation threshold is 450 points.

This is calculated by adding a students’ positive logs and attendance percentage together and 
subtracting the number of negative logs.

So far I am pleased to note that a significant majority of students are on course to graduate 
this year and where students have been identified as at risk, they are aware and have been 

given strategies to support them achieve their goal.





Year 9 Art visit to the Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park

Y9 Art students recently visited the 
Yorkshire Sculpture Park. Everyone had 
a fabulous day and the students were 
really good. They saw some amazing 
artwork, did some sketching and got their 
step count up! The weather was also very 
kind, the sun came out more than once 
and the rain held off too! 

Year 10 Theatre trip to The Lyceum

Y10 Performing Arts students were invited to 
the Lyceum in Sheffield to see Pilots Theatre 
production of Noughts and Crosses. 
The performance contained some quite 
explicit themes and our students were 
mature and considerate. They truly felt an 
array of emotions. 
The students were a credit to Oakwood. 
This will be followed up on the 3rd of June 
with a workshop with the movement director 
of Pilot.



STAR STUDENT SHOUT OUTS

We are always delighted to hear of the successes of our 
students, therefore please continue to share stories like 

these so that we can celebrate them wider within our 
community.

This month we have several STAR STUDENT SHOUT OUTs as a number of Oakwood Students have 
excelled in their various areas of interest.

First up is Yasmin Ezzat in Y9 who has recently been competing in the World Championships for Cheer in Florida!!!! 
Yasmin's team were in an open group and came first!! 

 Kushaan, Noah, Mia and Bella represented Oakwood in 
the Rotherham School athletics trials. This is only for 

students who are close to achieving a set standard to be 
able to be chosen to represent Rotherham in the South 

Yorkshire Championships. 
Kushaan, who has only be training for 5 months, came 3rd 

and 4th in the 200m and 100m,
Bella won the Y7 long jump, Mia won both the long jump 
(jumping 4m 20 which is amazing) and 200m. Noah, who 

had to drop down to shorter events, got
achieved a personal best in the 800m and 200m. 



STAR STUDENT SHOUT OUTS

We are always delighted to hear of the successes of our 
students, therefore please continue to share stories like 

these so that we can celebrate them wider within our 
community.

This month we have several STAR STUDENT SHOUT OUTs as a number of Oakwood Students have 
excelled in their various areas of interest.

Isla Bowell in Y9 was part of the Rotherham Girls U14 team who made history becoming national champions for the 
first time. They beat Sefton 1-0 in the final at Stoke City FC.

Sticking with Football, the close season has brought with it 
a number of accolades for Oakwood Students … Henry 

Crossland, Alex Moxon and Kieran Hamilton have 
successfully represented Rotherham School Boys this 

season. They can be seen here in their recognition ties.

Finley Pearson in Y7 was voted player of the season for 
Rotherham Boys U-12s.

And finally, Ignacy Lis in Y8 has once again been retained 
for a further Year with Leeds United Academy.



As the school Netball season has reached its climax, the 
students involved have had a couple of extra-curricular 

opportunities to celebrate their participation and also learn 
from elite performers. 

Combining with those students who have 
played Hockey through school this year, the 
Netball team had a lovely meal at Nandos to 
celebrate the end of their respective seasons. 
It was great to see students coming together 
and celebrating their shared interests - they 
also loved the bottomless ice cream. 

Students across all year groups had the fantastic opportunity to see 
Leeds Rhinos against Manchester Thunder in The Netball Super 
League at The Cannon Medical Arena, Sheffield. Along with being 
able to watch the match, the students were player mascots which 
meant they had the chance to have a team photo and run onto the 
pitch with a player from the Rhinos. Despite a loss for the Yorkshire 
team, it was a lovely evening and our students, as always, did us 
proud.



 Attendance Update:

Celebrating consistency, commitment and resilience 

As we enter our final half term, I 
am pleased to share that our 
school attendance remains strong 
at 93.1% which is 1.3% above the 
national average. A huge 
congratulations to our students 
for their commitment and a big 
thank you to our parents and 
carers, for your vital support. 
Your commitment to ensuring 
your children attend school 
regularly is exactly what makes 
these figures possible.

Our attendance rewards will 
continue this half term as we 
celebrate both excellent 
attendance and those students 
who have made significant 
improvements. Additionally, we 
will be hosting an end-of-term 
summer party to celebrate the 
students who have achieved 
100% attendance across the 
entire academic year.

’



UNIFORM POLICY AMENDMENTS - SEPTEMBER 2026

For September 2026, there will be one amendment to the core uniform expectation. 

● Change to school skirts

This will see the removal of the black skirt being replaced by a new Oakwood Tartan skirt. 
Therefore, from September the existing black skirts will not be permitted. 

Also from September 2026, there will be greater flexibility to students in relation to their 
Outerwear.

● Option to wear a Plain black blazer or Grey V-Neck jumper with Oakwood High School crest (badge). 

We have worked with our uniform suppliers to enable a 100% cotton jumper to be worn. From September 2026, 
this means that the wearing of a school blazer will become optional. However, please note that all students must 
wear, either the Grey V-Neck jumper OR the existing black blazer as part of the core uniform expectation.

The majority of the uniform may be obtained from a wide variety of retail outlets. Specific Oakwood 
items can be bought online or in person from: 
● Pinders School Wear Shop, College Walk, Rotherham Oakwood High | Pinders Schoolwear

https://pindersschoolwear.com/schools/227/OakwoodHigh


School ties for September 2026
 
With the move to a year group pastoral structure from September, this will have implications for the tie 
allocation across school. Currently these are assigned via Houses, but from September, these will be 
re-assigned based on a child’s year group. Please see below the expectation for each child from September.

To support with this transition, later in the summer term, we will be offering a ‘swap shop’. Students who 
currently have an existing tie, in pristine condition, will be able to swap their tie for a new one of the appropriate 
colour. If a child retains the same colour - for example a Boston student moving into Y8, they are able to keep 
their existing tie.

Any student that has a defaced tie will be expected to purchase a new tie of the appropriate colour in 
preparation for September. These will be available to purchase from school at the student reception or via our 
primary uniform supplier Pinders. https://pindersschoolwear.com/

Year 11 students only.  Following student voice, we have 
agreed to continue to provide students with the option of  

purchasing a Graduates’ special House tie, subject to 
successful graduation at the end of Year 10. Please note 

this will be available as a blue line option only to match the 
new allocation and cost £10.

https://pindersschoolwear.com/


Oakwood High School Rotherham Fundraising | 
Easyfundraising 

You shop, your favourite cause (Oakwood 
High School) gets money, for free.

You can do something extraordinary, by doing the ordinary  
shopping online. No extra time, no extra effort, no extra cost.

When you shop online with participating retailers, they'll donate part of what you spend 

to your chosen cause. Whether you shop on your phone, laptop or tablet, you can earn 

free cashback donations for your cause - Oakwood High School.

The retailer just needs to know you are an easyfundraiser to give a donation, and they 

know this if you visit them from our website, app or Donation Reminder.

Use the link below to get started

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/oakwood-high-school-f0a20b4678044b08a4b83ecf/?searchSessionId=48c2a21e-5994-4770-9f56-d0fe1de82595
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/oakwood-high-school-f0a20b4678044b08a4b83ecf/?searchSessionId=48c2a21e-5994-4770-9f56-d0fe1de82595




Part of the work of our Professional Services 
Leadership Team (PSLT) centres around our 
communication, community & engagement 
team.  We have been actively looking at ways 
to build relationships with local businesses 
and one of these was asking for sponsorship 
of the Oakwood High School football kit.  
Through our Inspire Sports team we are 
delighted to announce two new partners, both 
of whom have worked with Dan Wilson (Trust 
Community Sports Manager) to design and 
source new football kits.  As well as 
supporting the extra-curricular offer at the 
school, the sponsors have received a team 
photo, mentions across our social media 
channels and get to actively show their 
support everytime the teams sport these 
fantastic kits.

If you would like to discuss opportunities like 
this, please contact either Cheryl Bamforth 
c.bamforth@oakwood.ac or Dan Wilson 
d.wilson@inspiretrust.uk 

mailto:c.bamforth@oakwood.ac
mailto:d.wilson@inspiretrust.uk

