
 

6th July 2026 
 
Dear Parent Carer, 
 
RE: Oakwood Transition week 13th-17th July 2026 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming our new Year 7 students to Oakwood on 13th July. 
This is a very exciting time, yet it can also cause some anxiety as our students move up to 
‘big school’. The transition week aims to prepare our Y7 students for the September term by 
familiarising them with the building, staff, students and routines. 
 
Below is the key information to note. 
 
Uniform 

• Our new Y7 students must wear their primary school uniforms or primary school PE 
kits.  

• A primary school uniform usually consists of black/grey shorts or trousers or a skirt, a 
branded polo shirt and sensible black footwear. 

• We need to safeguard the students by making them easily recognisable. Please 
ensure they are wearing their primary school uniforms as we do not want to start their 
time at Oakwood by having to speak with them about uniform issues. 

 
Water 

• Bring a water bottle. These can be refilled at the water fountains around school 
during breaktimes. 

 
Lunches 

• Our new Y7s will need to bring cash if they are purchasing food from the canteen.  
• They can opt to bring a packed lunch.  
• Students who are eligible for Free School Meals will be known to the canteen staff in 

the main dining-hall. You can apply for Free School Meals here Free school meals – 
Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council   

• We will be sending details of how to access Parent Pay in August. 

 
Chromebooks 

• Due to global distribution problems caused by conflict in other countries, the 
distribution of Chromebooks will be delayed and there will be some changes. 

• The global rising prices means we will now need a contribution of £60 towards the 
Chromebooks. This can be paid in installments via ParentPay. 

• The mandatory safeguarding requirement and singing of the Acceptable Use Policy 
(AUP) will be done remotely, so please ensure your contact details are up to date. No 
Chromebook will be released to students until there is payment, evidence of the 
understanding of Safeguarding and signing of the AUP have taken place. 

• The deadline is Tutor Review Day, 30th September. 

 

https://www.rotherham.gov.uk/benefits/free-school-meals
https://www.rotherham.gov.uk/benefits/free-school-meals


 

Start and end of the day 
• Students need to be in school by 8.30am.  
• Staff and Student Leaders will greet them and be on hand to help.  
• They must enter through the Student Entrance at the front of school.  
• Parents/ carers, please stop at the steps to encourage independence.  
• Parents/ carers wishing to speak with someone in school must make an 

appointment.  
• Adults can only enter through the Main Entrance.  
• For transition only, our Y7s will leave at the earlier time of 2.45pm and exit through 

the Student Entrance.  
• It is a big change for parents/ carers to move from the drop off/ pick up of primary 

schools, to the independence of secondary school, but rest assured there will be staff 
and students ready to help students to adjust. 

 
Below is a summary of the week, more detailed timetables will be given to students on the 
13th July. 
Please take note of the earlier finish on Friday.

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

We do hope that the week of Transition reassures and supports our families, so that our new 
Y7s can make a positive start in September. If you have any further questions, please email 
Head of Year 7, Mrs Samuel, a.samuel@oakwood.ac or Y7 Pastoral Support Assistant, Mrs 
Evison, t.evison@oakwood.ac who will assist. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Ms S Hartley 
Deputy Headteacher 
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