
 

 

Edexcel GCSE Business Studies Success Guide 
Subject Leader: Mr. J. Parkin: ja.parkin@oakwood.ac 

• Theme 1: Investigating Small Business (enterprise, marketing, finance) 
• Theme 2: Building a Business (growth, operations, HR, external influences) 

How to Succeed – Student Tips 

Focus Area What to Do 

Knowledge 
Learn key terms (e.g., revenue, market share, stakeholder). Use 
flashcards and quizzes. 

Application 
Always link answers to the case study. Use real-world examples where 
possible. 

Analysis & 
Evaluation 

Use connectives like this means that…, as a result…, however…. Weigh 
pros and cons. (BLT)  

Exam 
Technique 

Know your command words: identify, explain, analyse, evaluate. 
Structure longer answers with Point → Evidence → Explanation → 
Evaluation. 

Revision 
Use past papers and mark schemes. Practice 3-, 6-, 9-, and 12-mark 
questions. Time yourself. 

Exam Breakdown 

Paper Topics Marks Duration 

Paper 1 Theme 1: Small Business 90 1 hr 45 min 

Paper 2 Theme 2: Building a Business 90 1 hr 45 min 

Question Types: 

• 3-mark: Explain 
• 6-mark: Analyse 
• 9-mark: Justify  
• 12-mark: Full evaluation with justified conclusion 

Grade Boundaries (2024): 

• Grade 4: 72/180 
• Grade 5: 87/180 
• Grade 7: 117/180 
• Grade 9: 145/180 

 

Useful Resources 

• Edexcel GCSE Business 
• BBC Bitesize Business 
• BusinessEd.co.uk  
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